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Hamilton, land at Hope Primary School, Sandhills Avenue (SK 62994 07309) 
Mireya González Rodríguez 

A watching brief carried out by ULAS during construction groundworks revealed an 
undated pit and ditch. The features were not affected adversely by the groundworks, 
and therefore they were recorded but not subject to further investigation. A11.2017.

Leicester, Abbey Park (SK 58509 05984) Donald Clark

ULAS carried out a programme of test-pitting within the north-east corner of the 
former abbey prior to tree planting. Seven 2m × 2m test-pits were excavated within the 
proposed tree planting area, all of which produced a varying amount of re-deposited 
material, associated with the demolition of the abbey buildings in the sixteenth 
century and with archaeological fieldwork which took place in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. Six of the test-pits contained no in-situ archaeological deposits, 
but one contained an undisturbed human burial. Y.A2.2018.

Leicester, Bath Lane (SK 5807 0468) Adam Slater

Excavation of the footprint of a new residential development and associated 
crane base by Wardell Armstrong Archaeology revealed the presence of the town’s 
defensive rampart, a probable robber trench associated with the town wall and 
earlier Roman pits on the western side of the excavation area. The southern and 
eastern excavated areas revealed a number of robbed out walls, with some in-situ 
masonry, robber trenches, Roman made-ground, degraded floor layers and medieval 
pits. At least two Roman buildings were identified and also a well, constructed using 
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masonry that may have survived into the medieval period. A post-medieval masonry 
cellar, repaired with later bricks, was found on the southern side of the site, with 
additional post-medieval cellaring, floors and foundations truncating the earlier 
archaeology along the Bath Lane frontage. A13.2017.

Leicester, Bath Lane (SK 5807 0468) Jennifer Browning

ULAS were sub-contracted to Wardell Armstrong Archaeology to undertake 
excavation at the corner of All Saints Road and Bath Lane from August 2017 to April 
2018, on behalf of the developer, Watkin Jones. This summary of the immediately 
available information provides preliminary interpretations of the project results. 

The Town Defences
The western side of the site contained archaeology associated with the Roman town 
defences, including the rampart and successive ditches or channels. The defences had 
been encountered on an earlier evaluation of the site (Paul 2011) and crossed the 
site from south to north. Although extensively robbed in later periods, the remnants 
of the town wall were represented by surviving elements of the unmortared granite 
foundations. The available evidence suggests that the cut of the Roman wall was 
c.3m wide, similar to previously excavated examples elsewhere. 

The area lying east of the defences was probably used initially for quarrying, 
only later becoming occupied. Iron Age activity is known from the south of the 
site, but little evidence was found within the current excavation; however, a small 
number of undated post holes were seen cutting the natural gravels, where these 
deposits were exposed. A series of levelling layers and large backfilled pits overlay 
the gravels. Several hearth-like features, comprising halos of oxidised and reduced 
earth set within shallow depressions, were also located above these layers. 

Roman Remains
A Roman building complex, with a series of rooms on an east–west axis, was 
suggested by lines of in-situ plaster, which have helped define the location of the 
walls. The available evidence suggests that the construction was primarily of 
rammed earth and clay, possibly incorporating a timber element.

A large opus signinum floor represented a sizeable room, measuring 
approximately 9m × 6m (Fig. 1). Several infant burials were discovered around the 
edges of the room; one even appeared to be within the wall itself. Lines of stones 
suggested contemporary, or later, division of the space. A hearth was present at 
the north end and the floor surface was marked by areas of burning. There were a 
further two rooms and a possible corridor to the west, primarily defined by short 
stretches of in-situ and fallen wall plaster. Directly east of the main room, another 
room contained the remains of a mortar floor, set on a bed of substantial stone 
fragments. A narrow mud-wall, bounded by small strips of vertical painted plaster, 
demonstrated that the complex continued to the east, beyond the edge of the current 
excavation.
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Medieval Remains
A series of stone walls on the eastern side of the excavated area defined rooms and 
a corridor that may have related to the Blackfriars complex that is known to have 
occupied this part of the medieval town (Fig. 2). A narrow north–south aligned 
corridor possibly represented a cloister. Another room contained floor layers and 
the probable remains of a series of ovens to the west. A stone well was located 
close by. Stone structures located to the east of the corridor represented drains and 
pathways. One curved around from a possible threshold, apparently lining up with 
a slate-capped drain headed in a southerly direction, which in turn fed into a drain 
orientated east–west. This substantial slate-capped structure inclined west for c.30m 
towards the town defences. The stone structures were preserved in-situ therefore 
only the pile locations were excavated.

Almost 50 human skeletons were identified close to the northern boundary of 
the site, directly east of the town defences. Indications suggest that burial activity 
continued to the north, beyond the site limits. They were orientated broadly east–
west, and appeared to have been buried without grave goods and probably in simple 
shrouds. Although no analysis has yet been carried out, it was evident that they 
represented infants, children and adults, and may be associated with the lost church 
of St Clements, known to have been located in the vicinity.

Fig. 1. Well-preserved Roman building remains, including opus signinum floor. © ULAS.
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The graves lay above a linear granite spread, orientated north–south, 7m wide 
and several layers thick. The upper layers of the stone-rich deposit resembled a 
spread of dumped rubble; however, the tighter packing of the lower stones indicated 
that it served as a surface, possibly a roughly made road or causeway. It was 
surmised that the stones could have derived from the rubble core of the town wall; 
perhaps indicating that unlike the facing stones, they were not considered suitable 
for use in buildings. The south- eastern part of the excavation was largely occupied 
by medieval pits, some of which contained waterlogged deposits, including decayed 
wooden structures, such as barrels. X.A13.2017.

Paul, S., 2011 ‘Leicester, Blackfriars, Bath Lane’. TLAHS 85, 203–6.

Leicester, 47 Clarence Street (SK 589 047) Tim Higgins

Archaeological trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS at 47 Clarence Street, in 
response to development proposals for a seven-storey residential and commercial 
building. Two trenches were excavated within the development site, which lies close 
to the line of the Fosse Way, in the eastern suburbs of a Roman and medieval-walled 
town. The work revealed truncated Roman post holes, a beam slot and ditch – 
located under a deep medieval/post-medieval horticultural soil. The Roman deposits 
are thought to be associated with extra-mural properties that fronted on to the 

Fig. 2. Medieval stone structural remains from above. © ULAS.
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Fosse Way. Pottery sherds recovered from the features formed a coherent group of 
material, which were dated to the first half of the second century. Y.A11.2018.

Leicester, land to the rear of Global House, 61 Great Central Street  
(SK 58249 04759) Dr Gavin Speed

A trial trench evaluation carried out by ULAS on land to the rear of Global 
House revealed archaeological evidence, consisting of a Roman demolition 
layer and associated soils at a height of c.56.48m O.D. These were overlain by 
medieval or post-medieval garden soils, and above these deposits were twentieth-
century disturbed soils and landscaping/levelling layers for the factory yard.  
Y.A18.2018.

Leicester, 132–144 Highcross Street (SK 58189 04445) Dr Gavin Speed 

A trial trench evaluation by ULAS, on part of a site at 132–144 Highcross Street, 
revealed significant archaeological evidence – consisting of a Roman street, along 
with at least two large Roman buildings to either side. The building on the north 
of the street contained two rooms with remarkably well-preserved opus signinum 
floors and painted quarter-round mortar mouldings at the wall/floor junction  
(Fig. 3). Another Roman building to the south of the street contained a sunken-
floored room, perhaps reflecting an underlying hypocaust. Medieval evidence 

Fig. 3. Painted quarter-round mortar mouldings at the wall/floor junction of a  
Roman room. © ULAS.
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consisted largely of garden soils and backyard pits. Elsewhere Victorian brick cellars 
removed most of the street frontage remains, with the exception of some stone walls 
behind the brick walls in places. Y.A3.2018.

Leicester, Jewry Wall Museum, St Nicholas Circle (SK 58226 04453) 
 Dr Gavin Speed 

ULAS carried out an open area strip evaluation located at the southern edge of 
the Jewry Wall bath ruins, immediately adjacent to the public footpath, in advance 
of a proposed pedestrian access ramp for the Jewry Wall Museum. Archaeological 
evidence was located in the middle area, and consisted of two Roman walls, a 
patch of tessellated pavement, and associated floor make-up levels. These deposits 
could either relate to the baths complex, or else be evidence for a separate building 
adjacent to the baths. Y.A1.2018.

Leicester, Merlin Works (SK 580 045) Adam Clapton, Jennifer Browning,  
Roger Kipling

In April 2018, ULAS carried out an excavation of two areas at the former Merlin 
Works site in Bath Lane. The work preceded residential development and followed 
on from earlier excavations in 2006–07 on an adjacent site to the south (Kipling 
2008). The present site is located in the north-west corner of the Roman town, on 
the east bank of the River Soar and in an area which has witnessed much recent 
archaeological activity. 

The excavation revealed the continuation of a Roman building complex 
previously identified during the earlier work to the south. Parts of Area A, the 
larger area on the southern part of the site, were disturbed by concrete piles and 
modern services, but intact areas of stratigraphy revealed several phases of Roman 
floor surfaces and hints of robber trenches and walls, indicating multiple rooms 
in this area. At the southern edge of Area A, a wall had been constructed around 
regularly spaced posts, which extended up to 0.5m below a single course of stone 
foundation onto which a granite superstructure had been constructed. The south 
face of the wall had been rendered with mortar and then deliberately scored to 
create an ashlar-patterned face (Fig. 4). This style of build is rare in Leicester with 
one of the only comparisons being seen during excavations of the forum in 1961, 
where similar decoration was seen on the north face of the foundation for the 
north portico. 

Within the complex of straight walls and robber trenches, a partially surviving 
circular masonry structure, measuring c.8m in diameter, was identified (Fig. 5). The 
interior of the structure had been backfilled with rubble, including opus signinum 
and box flue tile fragments, but its function remains unclear. 

Area B contained parts of three rooms and several partly robbed walls. On 
its eastern side was a partially robbed hypocaust, with a large portion potentially 
heading eastwards beyond the limit of excavation. The central room of the three 
was the most complete, with in situ surrounding walls and a well-preserved area of 
opus signinum floor forming the start of a series of floor and levelling deposits. The 
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Fig. 4. The Roman stone wall with ashlar-effect decoration. © ULAS.

Fig. 5. The Roman stone circular structure under excavation. © ULAS.
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westernmost room had its south-east corner defined by walls and a partially robbed 
pitched stone footing for a mortar floor. 

Interestingly, there are no indications of the course of the town wall within the 
present site, suggesting that it may instead have traced a course north-west, perhaps 
in order to bypass the buildings present here. X.A8.2018.

Kipling, R., 2008 ‘Bath Lane (former Merlin Dye Works)’. TLAHS 82, 275–8.

Leicester, Waterside (SK 580 049) Steve Baker

ULAS were contracted by KeepmoHomes, in partnership with Leicester City 
Council, to undertake excavation throughout a large area in the north-west portion 
of Leicester City Centre between 2017 and 2019. The project was of a very large 
scale, and at the time of writing excavation has only just been completed, making 
way for the post-excavation analyses of six separate areas of full excavation, 
countless evaluation trenches and a large number of watching briefs associated with 
the demolition of the existing industrial buildings throughout the area.

Area A, Soar Lane
Area A was located between the existing Soar Lane street frontage and the arches 
of a now demolished stretch of the Great Central Railway viaduct. Roman and 
medieval archaeology survived surprisingly well, nestled beneath the arches and 
behind the Victorian cellars associated with long since demolished buildings along 
the street frontage. The south-east corner of the area contained the well-preserved 
remains of two high-status Roman masonry buildings (Fig. 6). Both buildings 
included solid opus signinum floors: the earlier more substantial with stone footings, 
masonry external and clay internal walls; the latter dividing two full-width rooms at 
the northern end of the building. Despite heavy disturbance from the large railway 
abutments, the building was traced to the west where evidence for comparative 
rooms, albeit floorless, appeared to continue, before the western extent of the 
building was defined by a curving robber trench – possibly representing an apse. 

Medieval building activity was also present adjacent to Northgates Street. The 
northernmost building survived as a plaster floor built over a thin clay ‘slab’, with 
clay, masonry and mud walls also represented (Fig. 7). Measuring approximately 5m 
wide and over 9m long, the building probably represents a timber-framed property 
with a gable end facing Northgates. The internal space had been sub-divided by a 
partition of stake-holes, enclosing an area of wear corresponding with a deliberate 
turn in the masonry wall. This may represent a threshold or doorway within the 
structure. To the west of the plaster-floored room, a north/south clay and post-pad 
partition delineated another room where floorboards and their impressions survived. 
The building had a series of hearths through its lifetime and the evidence suggests 
that the floor underwent successive repair. Dating for this structure is unclear, but it 
appears that the building went out of use in the post-medieval period. 
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Area B, All Saints
Area B contained a large medieval cemetery containing 454 inhumations. The 
majority of these burials were interred within mass graves, containing between 
two and 21 individuals, and demonstrating a range of ages including neonates and 
infants (Fig. 8). Radiocarbon dating of burials from Phase I and II of the cemetery 
have shown that the individuals are likely to have died between c.1000 and c.1010 
AD, suggesting that the burials may belong to the churchyard of the missing parish 
church of St Clements. 

Area C, Jarvis Street
Area C was located at the corner of All Saints Road and Jarvis Street, and contained 
extensive Roman activity including a road traversing the area on a north–south 

Fig. 6. Roman building, truncated by medieval pitting and modern services, at Soar Lane. 
© ULAS.
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Fig. 7. Medieval building remains during excavation adjacent to Northgates Street.  
© ULAS.

Fig. 8. Medieval mass grave under excavation at All Saints. © ULAS.
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orientation, fronted on both sides by complex stratigraphy representing several 
phases of masonry buildings associated with opus signinum and tessellated floors. 
This area of occupation may represent an earlier part of the town that was cleared 
to facilitate the construction of the defences. The Roman archaeology was heavily 
disturbed by medieval pitting, most notably a large number of pits lined with green 
clay. 

Areas D and E, Corporation Yard
Areas D and E lay adjacent to each other on the site of the now demolished 
Corporation Yard, and were both excavated with the objective of investigating 
the development of the town defences and pre-defensive occupation. Only partial 
excavation took place in these areas, but evidence of two Roman townhouses was 
recovered. One contained mortar and tessellated floors, and interestingly did not 
appear to be aligned with the Roman street grid of the town and, as such, may pre-
date its implementation. The other was associated with remains of a hypocaust. The 
town defences were also present within both trenches, allowing further plotting of 
the true course of these features in the Northern quarter of Ratae. 

Area F, Northgates
Area F was located along the street frontage of Northgates, just North of Area 
A, and contained well-preserved remains of a series of street frontage medieval 
buildings with surviving walls and floors, all located within individual plots. Some 
of these buildings extended away from the street frontage and possible separate 
structures were also identified in the ‘backyard’ areas, where industrial pitting was 
also encountered. Y.A9.2017.

Historic Building Recording

Corporation Road  The Gas Decontamination Unit, Abbey Pumping Station  
(SK 5889 0669) (ULAS).

Great Central Street Great Central Railway Station (SK 581 047) (ULAS)

Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Leicester 
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Leicester: Land at the corner of Camden Street and Earl Street (SK 59136 04767); 
Leicester: 7–9 Castle View (SK 582 041); Leicester: 39–41 Castle Street (SK 582 
042); Leicester: Brookfield House, London Road (SK 603 028).
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LEICESTERSHIRE

All finds and records are deposited with Leicestershire County Council under the 
accession number given at the end of each entry.

Appleby Magna, Hill Top Farm, Stretton-en-le-Field (SK 2982 1011) Richie Villis

Magnetometry survey was carried out over an area of c.89ha by Archaeological 
Services, University of Durham. Two possible rectilinear ditched enclosures 
were identified, as well as evidence for ridge and furrow cultivation, former field 
boundaries, tracks and ponds, which are all identifiable on historic Ordnance Survey 
(OS) map editions. Further probable pond features, not shown on historic mapping, 
were also detected.

Blackfordby, land off Butt Lane (SK 32566 18251) Rachel Clare,  
Claire Finn, Kamil Orzechowski

In December 2017, MOLA was commissioned by CgMs Heritage to carry out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation on land off Butt Lane, Blackfordby, in advance 
of residential development; 28 trenches were excavated, 12 of which contained 
archaeological features. These features were mainly post-medieval boundary ditches 
identified within a previous geophysical survey report. A fragment of late medieval 
pottery, probably residual, was recovered from one ditch, whereas other ditches 
contained late post-medieval to early modern artefacts. A few fragments of probable 
kiln furniture were identified in two post-medieval contexts, indicating possible post-
medieval pottery production in the vicinity. The evaluation also identified a series 
of post-medieval to early modern extraction pits (bell pits). Subsequent excavation 
found many post-medieval sub-circular extraction pits and boundary features, as 
well as a large undated kiln (Fig. 9). Post-medieval artefacts recovered included a 
few fragments of kiln stilts. X.A150.2017.

Brooksby, Brooksby Quarry, land south of Brooksby Grange Farm  
(SK 66650 14950) Wayne Jarvis, Leon Hunt, Matt Beamish

Further work at Brooksby Quarry was carried out by ULAS in 2018. Phase 13a 
was split into a number of smaller areas by a set of powerlines and a haul road. 
Archaeology was concentrated on a small group of features at the southern end 
of the site, next to a stream, which included a number of small pits, a possible 
hearth and a larger pit containing the remains of a calf, and the northern area which 
contained much more substantial features.

Archaeological remains in the northern area consisted of a sub-rectangular 
enclosure measuring c.30m wide, with post holes within, and an entrance towards 
the north-west corner (Fig. 10).

Directly to the west of this feature, with its entrance facing the south-east, was 
a large circular enclosure of 15m diameter (possibly a roundhouse). Unlike the 
rectangular enclosure the circular feature had been recut, possibly on more than 
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one occasion, and possibly reflecting a change of use. Both features had ditches of 
over 1m depth and a large amount of Iron Age pottery was retrieved from them, 
particularly the circular feature.

The circular enclosure also contained a number of post holes, including a central 
double post hole with a large number of medium-sized post-packing stones within. 
A narrow gully and a wider shallow linear entered into the enclosure from the north 
and west respectively, with the larger linear feature post-dating the partial infilling of 
the enclosure ditch, suggesting that this may have been dug when the enclosure was 
recut. A number of narrow linear features also ran through the site, possibly from 
a different phase of occupation. A single narrow later gully cut through the circular 

Fig. 9. Aerial view of bell pit complex following spoil stripping. © MOLA.
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enclosure on a north-west to south-east alignment. An undated pond feature also 
lay to the south of this narrow gully.

A later extension of stripping into the area to the north (designated Phase 13c) 
revealed a continuation of the narrow gullies associated with the circular feature, 
for around 15m, before they petered out. A long narrow pit, containing burnt bone 
and an upturned or truncated pottery urn, lay just to the west of one gully, possibly 
representing the plough-disturbed remains of a cremation burial. 

Areas to the west of the power lines proved completely negative for archaeology, 
but stripping on Phase 13b further to the west revealed a small collection of truncated 
and fairly ephemeral gullies and small pits, including two pits that were filled with 
heavily burnt stones and wood remains. The pits lay next to a small stake hole, 
which on excavation yielded textile remains, a number of glass beads and ashes, also 
suggesting a cremation but with a probable Anglo-Saxon date in this case. 

Extraction of the sand and gravel mineral has now also moved into Phase 13. 
Here the Bytham river infill is showing as quite a shallow cold climate deposit, 
and we have not so far exposed any fine-grained material that may indicate better 
potential for environmental evidence or archaeology. From the rejects heap and 
quarry floor a total of 856 Lower Palaeolithic finds have now been recovered in 
total, with seven good examples being recovered on the last visit alone. These 
included a ‘proto biface’, several secondary flakes and cores/core tools – all from 
quartzite pebbles. X.A57.2006.

Fig. 10. Plan of Brooksby Quarry Phase 13 excavations. © ULAS.
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Carlton, land to the rear of 42–44 Main Street (SK 39751 05006) Nathan Flavell

An archaeological excavation was carried out by ULAS in advance of residential 
development. The work revealed a sequence of Roman boundary features and a 
medieval property boundary. X.A60.2018.

Castle Donington, land west of Back Lane (443976 328044) Carol Simmonds

MOLA monitored the excavation of a test pit, on land west of Back Lane, in August 
2018. A boundary ditch was found infilled with nineteenth- and twentieth-century 
pottery in the same location as a putative palaeochannel, recorded during earlier 
archaeological work on the site. X.A92.2018.

Castle Donington, land south of Park Lane (SK43298 27072) James West

A small excavation by MOLA took place in July 2018, following a previous 2010 
trial trench evaluation which had found a small Iron Age pit. This excavation 
uncovered a single Bronze Age pit, which contained pottery, some flint work, 
including a possible early Neolithic flint blade, and a carbonised hazelnut shell. 
X.A112.2014. 

Castle Donington, Tudor Inn Hotel (SK 44697 27678) Lucy Brown 

An archaeological watching brief during groundworks for a residential development 
revealed evidence for archaeological activity in two areas dating to the post-
medieval period, as well as other undated deposits. In Area 1 a stone wall footing 
was revealed, which pre-dated a layer of burning dating to the eighteenth–nineteenth 
century. A wood-lined, collapsed brick cellar was identified, which appeared to have 
suffered fire damage and was subsequently back-filled. A secondary burning layer 
with rubble was also evident within Area 1. 

Area 2 revealed an area of made ground which contained a large assemblage of 
cattle horns likely to have been related to a known tannery located nearby, which 
was active as late as the 1880s. X.A36.2018.

Cold Overton, land between 18 and 20 Main Street (SK 81197 10288) Claire Brown 

An archaeological strip map and sample investigation, followed by a watching brief 
of foundation trenches, was undertaken by ULAS in March 2018 in advance of a 
residential development. 

The area had been disturbed by relatively recent activity; however, evidence 
for medieval activity, dating to the thirteenth–fourteenth century, was still evident 
and comprised remains of a substantial stone building and possible associated 
yard surface. The building was represented by small sections of in-situ stonework 
and other possible wall lines, although the full building plan was not evident. The 
watching brief of the foundation trenches revealed a portion of stone wall, four 
courses deep, possibly extending towards the street frontage to the west. This 
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indicates the likely survival of further, less disturbed walls, outside the footprint of 
the new building. The excavations yielded a large quantity of medieval green glaze 
ridge tiles, large fragments of jugs and medieval cooking ware. The size and quality 
of the ceramic remains suggests they have not been transported far from their 
original point of deposition, and probably came from a building of some status. 

Historically the land belonged to the parish church, located opposite the site, 
suggesting that the building may once have been associated with the church, or 
connected to the nearby Owston Nunnery, which is of similar date. X.A18.2018.

Coleorton, land adjacent to ‘High Winds’, Lower Moor Road (SK 40199 17499)
 Claire Brown

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation comprising six trial trenches in 
response to proposals for residential development. The work revealed evidence 
for pre-nineteenth-century mining activity, including possible bell pits and surface 
extraction pits in all of the trenches. The only dating evidence came from two sherds 
of Cistercian ware (dating to 1450–1650) from the upper part of one of the surface 
extraction pits. The character of earthworks across the rest of the field suggested 
that such features were probably widespread across the site. A129.2018.

Croxton Kerrial, Barn Lodge Farm, Saltby Road (SK 8477 2805) Shoned Jones

Allen Archaeology Ltd carried out a strip, map and record excavation at Barn Lodge 
Farm, in response to development proposals for the construction of four broiler 
sheds.

The site lies 1km west of the prehistoric Scheduled Monument of King Lud’s 
Entrenchments, with extensive evidence for other prehistoric activity in the 
landscape. Evaluation immediately to the west recorded a single linear ditch 
containing a small quantity of Roman pottery. Geophysical survey of the current site 
recorded the continuation of this linear feature, as well as a square enclosure and a 
small number of other anomalies of potential archaeological interest.

Evaluation of the site revealed two ditches, one of which was undated and one 
of which represented a continuation of the boundary feature recorded to the west of 
the site, and contained a single sherd of Iron Age pottery.

The strip, map and record requirement comprised two areas following the line 
of the two ditches recorded during the evaluation trenching. This exposed the full 
extent of the Iron Age/Roman linear boundary feature along the northern edge of the 
site. No further finds were recovered from sections excavated through this feature. 
Only a small part of the eastern area was stripped as it largely extended beyond 
the area of required groundworks for the scheme, and did not identify features or 
deposits of archaeological interest. X.A37.2018.

Diseworth, Hallfield Farm, Hall Gate (SK 45499 24499) Richard Huxley 

An archaeological evaluation comprising four trial trenches was carried out by 
ULAS at Hallfield Farm. Medieval remains were revealed in two of the trenches, and 
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these corresponded to upstanding earthworks of an embanked ditch and fish pond. 
X.A24.2018.

Dunton Bassett, land north of Coopers Lane (SP 5497 9100) Paul Sharrock

Between 30 April and the 3 May 2018, MOLA carried out archaeological 
trial trenching on land north of Coopers Lane on behalf of CgMs Heritage for 
Richborough Estates Ltd; 15 trenches were excavated across two fields which 
revealed an extensive series of ridge and furrow remains. Within Field 1 furrows 
were present on both an east to west alignment and a north to south alignment. 
Within Field 2 furrows were only present on the east–west alignment. Two undated 
ditches were also found. X.A49.2018.

Easthorpe, land off Manor Road (SK 81034 38517) Mireya González Rodríguez 

A trial trench evaluation by ULAS comprising ten trenches was carried out 
in response to redevelopment proposals for housing. Archaeological remains, 
consisting of pits, gullies and a wall, were recorded in eight trenches. The pottery 
recovered indicates a date range for the activity from the eleventh century to the 
modern period. X.A148.2017.

Enderby, Warren Farm (SP 5409 0030) Claire LaCombe

ULAS undertook a 16 trench evaluation in advance of the Enderby Relief Road. 
Archaeological remains were recorded in four of the trenches, consisting of gullies, 
ditches and a pit. Pottery recovered from these features indicates that the activity 
dates to the first–second century. This, together with supporting data from the 
Leicestershire Historic Environment Record, suggests that there is a settlement core 
within this area or within the very close proximity. X.A112.2011.

Fleckney, Badcock Way (SP 651 925) John Walford

MOLA was commissioned to undertake an archaeological geophysical survey of 
c.12ha of land near Badcock Way. The survey detected ridge and furrow and one 
other anomaly, which has been tentatively interpreted as a post-medieval brick 
clamp. Other detected features included field drains, a pipe, former telegraph poles 
and an area of recently disturbed ground. X.A71.2018.

Fleckney, land off Kilby Road (SP 6420 9389) James West and Tracy Preece

MOLA carried out an archaeological trial trench evaluation prior to the proposed 
development of the site; 42 trenches were excavated. A mid to late Iron Age pit 
and ditch were located, in addition to eight undated ditches. Subsequent excavation 
confirmed the presence of Iron Age ditches and uncovered further evidence for their 
extent within the area. The remains of post-medieval ridge and furrow cultivation 
were also recorded across the site. X.A31.2018.
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Gilmorton, land off Kimcote Road (SP57419 87871) Anna Moosbauer

Archaeological excavation by Cotswold Archaeology identified a possible Roman 
boundary ditch, and three Saxon or medieval curvilinear features. The Roman ditch 
was re-established during the Late Saxon or medieval period, and was likely part 
of a complex network of field boundaries and associated features recorded to the 
north during a previous excavation. The latest remains comprised a large north/
south late medieval or post-medieval ditch, which followed the edge of a surviving 
plough headland and was respected by a system of ridge and furrow cultivation. 
X.A30.2018.

Great Bowden, Leicester Lane (SP 473640 289120) Adam Clapton

An archaeological excavation was carried out by ULAS on land off Leicester Lane, 
Great Bowden for Gladman Developments Ltd. The work was in advance of a 
proposed new residential development, and was carried out between June and July 
2018. 

The work followed a geophysical survey which highlighted the potential 
archaeological features and a trial trench evaluation, which confirmed the presence 
of archaeological features within the development area (Fig. 11). 

The excavation revealed a pit alignment of probable Iron Age date, running 
across the stripped area from north to south. The sterile nature of the pit alignment 
indicates this was most probably a boundary feature originating from settlements 
to the south, constructed to demarcate land on high ground above the River 
Welland to the south and east, with Langton Brook to the north. Early Roman 
(mid-first–second century AD) activity consisted of two boundary ditches, three 
livestock enclosures, and associated post-built structures, gullies and pit features. 
A droveway was also seen allowing movement of livestock between the enclosures. 
Evidence of crop processing was also seen in this period, highlighted through the 
charred plant remains, the recovery of many quern fragments and the presence of at 
least two four-post structures often associated with grain storage. The evidence of 
both crop-processing features and livestock control management systems indicates 
a mixed arable and pastoral farming economy. The relative absence of primary 
deposition in the form of occupational artefacts or structural evidence suggests that 
associated domestic structures are situated beyond the site boundaries. The material 
culture recovered from excavated features does suggest that activity was largely on 
a local scale, with pottery and materials being locally sourced – providing a self-
sufficient economy. The pottery evidence indicates a fairly tight date for vessels, 
and combined with a lack of stratigraphical re-working of earthfast features on site 
indicates the Roman activity was perhaps confined to a single generation or phase 
of activity. Evidence from the archaeological record suggests the site was most likely 
associated with comparably dated activity to the south, on a prominent ridgeway 
in the landscape. The absence of any dateable material beyond the second century 
AD suggests that beyond this period the site was abandoned and activity shifted, 
possibly back onto higher ground. 
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Fig. 11. Plan of the Great Bowden excavation showing all archaeological features 
revealed. © ULAS.
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A scatter of worked lithics also attests to some earlier activity from the Mesolithic 
period onwards. Ridge and furrow was also present on site, most likely medieval to 
post-medieval in date, and can be attributed to the arable fields of medieval and 
post-medieval Great Bowden to the east. X.A41.2018.

Hallaton, North End (SP 7875 9681) Margaret Leman

Earthworks were recorded by a topographic survey on land at North End, Hallaton 
by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. A series of ridges and furrows were recorded in 
the northern part of the site, which indicates the land’s agricultural usage during 
the medieval and post-medieval periods. Earthworks representing possible field 
boundaries or further ridges and furrows were recorded in the southern part of the 
site. The precise nature of these features was not clear. X.A134.2018.

Higham on the Hill, MIRA-TICIT (SP 36965 97570) Mireya González Rodríguez, 
Matthew Beamish, Nathan Flavell

A variety of different surveys were carried out by ULAS on behalf of Swanvale 
Developments for MIRA HORIBA.

Geophysical Survey
SUMO Geophysics were commissioned to undertake a geophysical survey of 
an area outlined for development. A magnetometer survey was carried out over 
approximately 42.6ha near Higham-on-the-Hill, Leicestershire. No responses of 
archaeological interest were recorded and no burial pits associated with the Battle 
of Bosworth were identifiable. Features related to the WWII airfield were mapped, 
as were former field boundaries, ridge and furrow cultivation patterns, and several 
service pipes.

Fieldwalking Survey
An archaeological fieldwalking survey was carried out from the 8–21 March 
2018. Three arable fields, located on the north-west boundary end of the park, 
were surveyed. The finds recovered from the survey are related to post-medieval 
activity. A small collection of five pieces of worked flint was recovered during the 
fieldwalking in Field 2. X.A20.2018.

Metal Detector Survey
A metal detector survey was carried out from 23 March–8 April 2018. Three arable 
and three pasture fields, located on the north-west boundary end of the park, were 
surveyed; 73 artefacts were recorded during the survey. Of these, five have a potential 
derivation from the 1485 Battle of Bosworth, although only one, a roundshot of 
41mm, can be attributed to the battle with any certainty. The other pieces may 
possibly be related to an English Civil War skirmish known to have occurred over 
the same fields in 1644. The survey has confirmed that material from the 1485 
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Battle of Bosworth extends into the proposed development area, and its location 
concurs with the area of the registered battlefield as redefined in 2013.

A second metal detector survey was carried out from 5–6 May 2018. One arable 
field, located in the north-west of the par,k was surveyed in advance of proposed 
development of the site; 11 objects were recorded during the survey. Of these, one 
musket ball may possibly be derived from the 1485 battle, but equally may derive 
from other activity including the Civil War skirmish. Two flint thumbnail scrapers 
of probably Early Bronze Age date were recovered in close proximity to one another 
on the west side of the field. 

A third survey was carried out on 9–10 June 2018. Two arable fields and three 
pasture fields located towards the north-west boundary of the site, along with an area 
of rough grassland west of the dispersal area, were surveyed. The survey recorded 
three findspots of which only one can possibly relate to the Battle of Bosworth, but 
with no certainty. 

The metal detecting was undertaken by members of the Ambion Historical and 
Archaeological Research Group, who have metal detected extensive areas locally, 
and whose work within a project commissioned by Leicestershire County Council 
and led by Dr Glenn Foard, resulted in the registration of a redefined battlefield area 
in 2013. X.A21.2018.

Hinckley, Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange (SP 4607 9439)  
David Harrison

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd undertook a geophysical survey, covering a 190ha 
site at Hinckley, Leicestershire, where a new strategic rail freight interchange (SRFI) 
is proposed. The work took place in March/April 2018. Survey of the proposed 
development area was notably affected by the extensive application of green waste 
as soil conditioner over 75 per cent of the site. This resulted in a widespread elevated 
magnetic background against which any low-magnitude anomalies of archaeological 
potential, if present, may have been masked. A single localised ring-ditch, probably 
indicating a round barrow, was identified at Hobbs Hayes Farm in an area unaffected 
by green waste. No further anomalies of archaeological potential were identified 
over the 25 per cent of fields where green waste had not been applied. 

Hose, Grange Farm, Hose Lane (SK 73838 29745) Richard Huxley

Archaeological evaluation, carried out by ULAS, comprised 12 trial trenches, 11 of 
which produced significant remains. The eastern and south-eastern areas of the site 
were found to contain the least amount of archaeology, and the survival rate was 
poor due to the shallowness of the remains and the truncation from ploughing. The 
focus of activity was the centre of site, with activity spreading to the north-western 
corner of the development area. The archaeology identified within this area included 
a hollow way, ditches, artificial mounds, cobble surfaces and building remains. 
X.A13.2018.
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Husbands Bosworth, land off Theddingworth Road (SP 6463 8454)  
Richard Durkin

A geophysical survey was undertaken on land off Theddingworth Road, Husbands 
Bosworth, Leicestershire, to support an outline planning application for a residential 
development for the erection of 24 dwellings by Archaeological Research Services 
Ltd.

The results of the geophysical survey have revealed numerous anomalies of 
probable archaeological origin distributed across much of the proposed development 
area. As the proposed development area lies within the medieval core of the village, 
it is reasonable to assume that the remains have origins in the medieval or post-
medieval periods. The results suggest that the north-eastern third of the proposed 
development area may have been divided into a series of tofts, whereas the land 
to the south may have contained paddocks and enclosures associated with animal 
husbandry. It is also possible that remains from other periods survive, particularly as 
evidence of Iron Age activity (MLE21686) has been identified c.550m to the south-
west. 

Ibstock, land off Ravenstone Road (SK 40554 11397) Claire Brown

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation on land west of Ravenstone Road 
in February 2018. Three trenches were excavated to evaluate the extent of a known 
Roman settlement in advance of a potential planning application. Two of the trenches 
contained archaeological features but the third was negative, reflecting the results of 
a previous geophysical survey. The features revealed generally corresponded with the 
geophysical survey and comprised two ditches, one of which extended across two 
trenches, and a pit in the side of a trench containing a possible cremation urn, within 
which was a small quantity of burnt bone. Other finds comprised a small quantity of 
late second–third-century Roman pottery and a Roman coin. X.A14.2018.

Kegworth, land to the rear of 3–9 Borough Street (SK 48615 26901)  
Lucy Brown 

An archaeological investigation consisting of two excavation areas was undertaken 
by ULAS in July 2018, in advance of proposed residential development. The 
investigation followed a preliminary archaeological evaluation, which produced 
evidence for activity in the form of a series of medieval post holes, gullies and 
ditches. The excavation uncovered further evidence for medieval occupation, as 
well as producing earlier Saxon pottery from the ninth–tenth centuries. A variety of 
features were found in Area 1 suggestive of multiple-use domestic occupation. Area 
2 contained two post holes of late Saxon date, as well as a substantial east–west 
orientated ditch, likely to mark the boundary of a medieval burgage plot to the 
south of the site. 

The archaeological evidence found during this investigation has therefore 
confirmed a late Anglo Saxon presence in Kegworth, potentially as early as the 
ninth century. The site’s connection with the Anglo Saxon ‘burgh’ and the medieval 
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historic core has contributed to the understanding of the town’s early occupation. 
X.A54.2018.

Kibworth, land west of Warwick Road (SP 668 943) John Walford

MOLA was commissioned by Manor Oak Homes to conduct an archaeological 
geophysical survey of c.32ha, in advance of proposed residential development of 
land to the west of Warwick Road.

The survey detected widespread archaeological remains. In the east, a group of 
enclosures formed a probable continuation of an Iron Age to Roman site recently 
excavated on the opposite side of Warwick Road. North-west of this site, another 
set of enclosures was detected, and there were further, more scattered remains in the 
west of the survey area. The latter included a ring ditch, which is thought likely to 
mark the site of a medieval or post-medieval windmill. X.A91.2018.

Kibworth, land west of Warwick Road (SP 6797 4302) Tracy Preece

Subsequent to the results of the geophysical survey, MOLA undertook archaeological 
trial trench evaluation on land west of Warwick Road, in September 2018; 72 trenches 
were excavated across three arable fields, of which 16 contained archaeological 
remains. In Field 1 to the west, features were revealed in a single trench which 
contained modern material. In Field 2 to the south, a series of enclosure ditches were 
identified, while the eastern Field 3 contained two clusters of activity comprising 
ditches and a pit, some of which contained pottery dating to the mid- to late Iron 
Age and Roman periods. X.A91.2018.

Kibworth Harcourt, land east of Warwick Road (SP 673 941) Alex Shipley, 
Claire Finn

Between November and December 2017, MOLA carried out an archaeological 
excavation on land off Warwick Road in advance of proposed residential 
development. The site revealed sub-rectangular enclosures lying on both sides of an 
east–west-aligned ditched trackway. The enclosures and trackway were in use from 
the middle–late Iron Age into the Roman period. The enclosures and ditches show 
signs of re-cutting and minor alterations throughout their use. 

Four middle Saxon inhumation burials containing no grave goods were located 
in the south-west corner of the site, and were orientated approximately east to west 
with the heads at the western end of the grave. The burials seemed to be arranged in 
two separate groups approximately 19m apart. They were positioned head-to-toe, 
resulting in an overall linear arrangement parallel with the southern ditch of the 
Iron Age and Roman trackway. Samples from two of the burials were submitted for 
radiocarbon dating and both produced middle seventh–eighth century dates.

A small late Saxon pit cut into a corner of an Iron Age enclosure contained 11 
iron items, including a pattern-welded seax and barrel padlock which were dated 
to the tenth century. While there is no definite evidence to suggest that these were 
purposely buried as a hoard, the fact that the group contains some rare items, but 
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no non-residual pottery, suggests that this is not normal waste disposal. Secondly, 
the pit was small, so the objects were close together, but was also located in the 
corner of an Iron Age ditch system, suggesting that the spot was purposely selected 
for a particular reason. If so, it would make an important addition to the growing 
number of broadly contemporary sites, with evidence for the planned concealment 
of larger groups of tools and other items.

During the medieval period the land was under ridge and furrow ploughing, and 
a headland was observed following the line of the earlier trackway. X.A136.2017.

Lockington Quarry Extension Phase 9, Lockington (SK 4828 1193) Lucy Brown 

Archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was carried out by ULAS on land at 
Lockington Quarry Extension Phase 9. The work was commissioned by Tarmac 
Trading Ltd in advance of continuing sand and gravel extraction at the quarry. 

The 45 trenches targeted potential features indicated by various methods, 
including geophysical survey, aerial photography, aerial LiDAR assessment and field 
walking, with some trenches also testing apparently ‘blank areas’. 

A concentration of archaeological deposits was identified in the north and west 
of the evaluation area, which consisted of undated ditches and gullies, some with 
adjacent post holes and/or small pits. Features in the northern part of the site are 
likely to be associated with domestic activity potentially relating to the known Iron 
Age/Roman settlement which lies 200m further to the north; however, the lack of 
artefactual evidence from this evaluation has left this theory unconfirmed. Some 
evidence of ridge and furrow was identified, as well as a series of modern field drains. 
Ditches evident in the Ordnance Survey 1st edition mapping were also recorded. 
X.A117.2017.

Loughborough University Science & Enterprise Park (SK 50431 18351)  
Nathan Flavell

Archaeological trial trenching was carried out by ULAS at Loughborough University, 
in advance of continued development of the Science & Enterprise Park. A series of 
undated gullies and post-medieval boundary ditches were uncovered. X.A80.2018.

Measham, Atherstone Road (SK 3349 1145) Jon Tanner

Geophysical survey was carried out in November 2018 by Sumo Services Ltd. The 
survey detected no anomalies of ancient archaeological interest, but past industrial 
activity was recorded as magnetic disturbance and ferrous responses, indicating 
the location of a former brickworks and quarry pits. Evidence of ridge and furrow 
agriculture was also identified.

Measham, Ilott Wharf, Bosworth Road (SK 348 112) Andrew Hyam

An archaeological field evaluation was undertaken on land at Ilott Wharf, Bosworth 
Road, Measham, on the 23 May 2018. The work was carried out by ULAS and 
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volunteers from the Ticknall Archaeological Research Group and the Ashby Canal 
Association. The site lies on the former Ilott Wharf, which was a coal loading facility 
on the Ashby Canal. The work revealed the foundation of a brick-built boundary 
wall, the base of a brick feature and the probable edge of the former railway line 
which served the wharf. All of the features exposed appear to date to around the 
1920s. X.A56.2018.

Melton Mowbray, Leicester Road (SK 740 180) Craig Huddart

Archaeological investigations were undertaken by Allen Archaeology Ltd at Leicester 
Road, Melton Mowbray, between March and December 2018. The site is situated 
1.46km south-west of the centre of Melton Mowbray and 20.6km southwest of the 
centre of Leicester. The site comprised a roughly pentagonal shaped block of land 
(and a smaller square parcel of land to the east), of approximately 9.8ha, which is 
currently agricultural land but is to be developed for housing. The site is situated in 
a prominent location, steep sided on three sides and overlooking Melton Mowbray, 
perhaps situated more for its dry nature rather than for its defence.

In excess of 40 circular, sub-circular and sub-rectangular features were recorded 
on the site, ten of which represented roundhouses, with the remainder thought to 
represent enclosures, structures and ‘drip gullies’, for other structures (Fig. 12). The 
features had a maximum diameter of 13m, and the gullies/ditches had a maximum 
width of 2.6m and a maximum depth of 1.2m. Several of the features were double 
ditched, with evidence of continuing reworking and additions throughout their 
lifespan. Post holes were associated with the majority of the structures, although no 
‘porches’ were observed. 

The structures are seen to be multi-phased. At the time of writing the finds 
assemblage is still undergoing analysis, but the initial phasing has been completed. 
The assemblage indicates that the earliest occupation of the site was in the early to 
mid-Iron Age, with a continued, albeit limited occupation, into the mid-Romano 
British period. The assemblage contains large quantities of ceramics, worked stone, 
worked flint, animal bone and a small quantity of metalwork (including a currency 
bar). Further analysis and specialist work is to be carried out to further refine the 
chronology of the structures.

A large intermittent ditch system was observed to ‘enclose’ the site, providing 
both a physical boundary and a basic form of flood alleviation (at the northern 
end of the site, towards the River Wreake). The enclosure ditch had two funnelled 
entrances: one to the north and one to the south-east of site, suggesting a form of 
very basic defence or of controlling access. The ditch had a maximum width of 2.7m 
and a maximum depth of 1.4m, with multiple re-cutting events recorded throughout 
its span. A small quantity of ceramics was recorded, dating the lifespan from the 
early to mid-Iron Age through to the mid-Romano British period. 

A Romano-British ladder enclosure was appended to the eastern side of the site 
enclosure ditch. This enclosure system was heavily truncated by medieval and post-
medieval ploughing, and it is possible that the enclosure system was much more wide 
spread; indeed, there are suggestive gullies on similar alignments in the main area of 
occupation. The gullies were relatively narrow and shallow, with maximum widths 
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of 0.4m and depths of 0.35m. The finds assemblage would suggest a date range 
of mid to late first century through to the early fourth century, with some possible 
early Anglo-Saxon fabrics included in the assemblage; 21 cremation burials were 
recorded in the central southern portion of the site. Again, ploughing had truncated 
the upper portions of the cremations, but they were largely intact, with several 
urned examples recorded. The burials are thought to be late Bronze Age/early Iron 
Age, but further scientific analysis is needed to narrow down the timeframe. They 
were recorded in an area with no other archaeological remains and presumably this 
area was the designated cemetery, revered and respected for centuries as, apart from 
the later ploughing, the area wasn’t utilised for any other purpose. It remains to be 
seen whether the cremations are contemporary with ones discovered in an earlier 
excavation several hundred metres to the east.

A single, possibly crouched inhumation was recorded approximately 60m to the 
west of the cremations. Unfortunately, a metal detectorist disturbed and partially 
robbed out the grave overnight while excavations were underway, probably 
removing any metal grave goods. However, several beads were recovered from the 
grave and they are thought to be of an Anglo-Saxon date. 

Several east–west orientated gullies were recorded in the south-west corner of 
the smaller, square-shaped parcel of land to the east. The gullies had a maximum 
width of 0.32m and a maximum depth of 0.21m, and it is plausible that they were 
part of an enclosure, the remainder of which remain unknown – beyond the limit of 
excavation. Several sherds of ceramic material were recovered from these features, 
including greyware and samian, dating the area roughly to the Romano-British 
period. 

A large circular feature, interpreted as a well or watering hole, was recorded 
roughly in the centre of the smaller parcel of land. This feature was recorded as 
3.5m in width, 4.6m in length, with a depth of 1.6m. Late Bronze Age/early Iron-
Age pottery was recovered, along with partially worked flint. 

A more detailed assessment report is in the process of being written, with a 
publication date of late 2019/early 2020. Specialist work will have been completed, 
chronologies tightened and a much more robust ‘story’ will be told. However, it 
is possible to see this site as a settlement, centred on an extended family group, 
who re-used and adapted structures and enclosures on a potentially seasonal basis. 
The enclosures probably represented animal stockades and seeing, as grain/seeds 
weren’t found in any significant quantities; this would be suggestive of a community 
based around animal husbandry. The River Wreake, to the north, would have 
provided ample floodplains, upon which pasture would have been abundant and 
ideal for grazing. The cremations and the respect they have quite obviously been 
given suggests a permanency and ‘rights of ownership’ seen throughout similar sites 
nationwide. 

The size of the large site-wide enclosure ditch would have required a massive 
labour force and would have required more people than would have been available 
inside the settlement. This would suggest that the settlement may have been the 
central focus of a larger, more dispersed settlement, perhaps the centre of tribal 
lands.
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The prominence of the site did not go unnoticed in the Romano-British period, 
seen by a continuation of land use, with the site potentially becoming part of a 
larger Roman estate. The land appears to be still being utilised well into the Anglo-
Saxon period and may have fallen foul of being so close to the line of the Danelaw 
that it was no longer deemed to be safe land. 

The site has displayed occupation of over 1,500 years and gives a rare opportunity 
to see an Iron Age settlement in its entirety. Archaeological sites are usually only seen 
in a piecemeal fashion and often not as a whole. Subsequently, the level of detail 
gathered from this project elevates the site to local, regional and potentially national 
importance, supplying a large piece in an even larger jigsaw puzzle. X.A92.2017.

Melton Mowbray, St Mary’s Church (SK 75276 19029) Andrew Hyam

An archaeological investigation by test pitting was undertaken by ULAS at St. 
Mary’s Church between 20 and 24 August 2018. The work took place in advance 
of a proposed new building on the location of an old boiler house on the north side 
of the church. Five test pits were excavated in order to assess levels and depths of 
possible archaeological deposits. Much of the test pit area was covered by a mound 
of up-cast material created by the construction of the partially submerged boiler 
house. This material contained a large quantity of disturbed human bone and roots 
from nearby trees. Along the northern edge of the site an existing nineteenth-century 
brick wall was discovered to have been built upon an earlier ironstone wall. A sherd 
of possible twelfth-century Stamford ware pottery was recovered from the fill of the 
wall construction trench. X.A88.2018.

Newtown Linford, Bradgate Park (SK 532 108) Jennifer Browning,  
James Harvey, Richard Thomas

The fourth season of the Bradgate Field-school took place in June/July 2018, with 
work focusing exclusively on a large building located to the south of the River Lyn, 
directly opposite the ruins of Bradgate House. The building was reputed to either 
be the gatehouse or the stables erected prior to the visit of William III in 1696, an 
event which also prompted alterations to Bradgate House, including the installation 
of the bay windows. 

The building was first depicted on an engraving by Leonard Knyff (c.1700) 
that suggested a building of two and a half storeys, with a central porch. It was 
subsequently located on a later plan by Nicholas Kiddiar dated to 1746, but had 
gone out of use by the early nineteenth century. The structure can be clearly seen 
as a parch mark on a number of aerial photographs taken within the park. This 
suggested a long rectangular structure, with further additions at its south-western 
end.

The excavations consisted of three separate trenches that covered the majority 
of the parch mark. Trench 20 focused on the western side of the building, Trench 
21 the central area (including the porch) and Trench 22 the eastern end of the 
building. As with previous seasons, the depth to the top of the archaeology was 
very shallow. 
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Remains of a large rectangular structure were exposed at its foundation level 
(Fig. 13). The lack of overlying demolition rubble suggested that the building had 
been comprehensively robbed and the material taken away for use elsewhere. 
The building measured 46m × 7m internally (48m × 9m externally) and had been 
constructed from local stone. The wall foundation consisted of unbonded granite 
and measured c.0.95m wide. The upstanding wall was survived locally up to a height 
of 0.3m and had been held together with lime mortar. It was narrower than the 
foundation, measuring c.0.75m wide, and was generally constructed on the internal 
edge of the foundations. It was originally presumed that the superstructure would 
have been brick built in order to match the architecture of the house, but there was 
no evidence to support this theory.

A central porch was located on the north side of the building, facing Bradgate 
House. The foundation of the porch measured 4m × 4m internally. The western wall 
was notably thicker that the eastern wall (1.1m in comparison to 0.9m), presumably 
to provide additional support to the adjoining staircase. The northern foundation 
wall of the porch was not continuous, containing a central gap of 1.1m that may have 
formed the original entrance into the porch. Two substantial post holes truncated 
this wall and may have formed part of a later entrance. These post holes were 
offset to the western side of the porch at a distance of 1.3m apart (2m centrally), 
measuring c.0.7m in diameter and c.0.6m deep. The entrance between the porch 

Fig. 13. Aerial photograph of the 2018 excavations at Bradgate Park with the  
stable building exposed. © ULAS.
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and the main building measured c.1.9m, marked by an ‘L’ shaped arrangement of 
two bricks on its eastern side and a single brick on its western side that presumably 
formed the remnants of a doorway. A smooth layer of mortar was recorded within 
the entranceway that overlaid the foundations of the northern wall and extended 
into the porch. It suggested that the porch may have originally contained a tile floor. 

The base of an ‘L’ shaped staircase was located against the western side 
of the porch that provided access to the first floor of the building. The staircase 
was accessed externally across a large slate threshold. A rough brick surface was 
recorded beneath the staircase that presumably served as a cupboard. Access to this 
also appeared to be external, although no clear doorway relating to the cupboard 
was recorded.

A series of paired buttresses were located along the northern and southern 
external walls of the building. These buttresses were not evenly spread, with intervals 
between the buttresses varying between 4.3m and 7.4m. No buttresses were recorded 
at the western end of the building. A single buttress on the southern wall, opposite 
the porch on the south wall, did not have a northern pairing, providing evidence to 
suggest that the porch formed part of the original construction of the building. 

A 1.5m wide brick doorway was located within the eastern wall of the building, 
adjacent to the north-east corner. This appeared to be a later insertion into the wall 
that was subsequently infilled with stone. 

There was very little evidence relating to the original floor of the building. A small 
area of narrow, unbonded bricks that formed a herringbone pattern was recorded 
adjacent to the staircase. Further clusters of these bricks were also recorded within 
the internal area and within the backfill of the majority of the post holes, suggesting 
that the entire floor was of the building may have originally been covered in bricks 
laid in this fashion. 

A line of at least 22 post holes was recorded along the longitudinal axis of the 
building. It was located slightly offset from the centre of the building, at a distance 
of c.2.8m from the southern wall of the building. The post holes measured between 
0.3m and 0.5m in diameter, up to 0.5m deep and set at a distance of between 1.5–
1.7m apart. These post holes presumably form the remains of the partitions between 
individual stalls and suggest the building could have accommodated c.25 horses. 
X.A19.2015.

Normanton le Heath, land adjacent to the Laurels, Main Street (SK 376 128)  
Roger Kipling 

An archaeological strip, plan and sample excavation was undertaken by ULAS 
in response to a planning application for residential development. Monitoring of 
groundworks for the access road and parking area revealed a pit, a ditch and several 
smaller linear features of 12th to 14th century date, representing medieval domestic 
activity at the rear of properties running west from High Street. It is possible that the 
ditch represents a division between two properties, and that the other, smaller linear 
features represent sub-divisions of space for horticultural closes, livestock pens or 
other activities. X.A138.2017.
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Normanton le Heath, Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Wood Extension 1  
(SK 3765 1198) M. Roseveare

TigerGeo was commissioned by the Woodland Trust to undertake a geophysical 
survey of a parcel of land within Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Wood in January 
2018. The survey was undertaken using an array of caesium vapour magnetometers 
to prospect for buried features possibly of archaeological interest. Survey was 
undertaken across a single field, covering an area of approximately 8.5ha. 

The work revealed at least one, perhaps two, systems of enclosure that predate 
the present field system and overlie an earlier rectangular enclosure associated with 
a central magnetic focus of activity, perhaps reflecting hearths or pit fills. One of 
these enclosure systems includes relict cultivation furrows separate from medieval 
ridge and furrow in the southern part of the site. Both prehistoric and post-medieval 
systems may be present and independent of the rectangular enclosure, which is 
itself likely to be of prehistoric date. Other enclosures such as that defined in the 
south-west corner of the field hint at a wider continuum of former landscapes in  
this area.

Norton Juxta Twycross, land west of Main Street (SK 32340 06916)  
Andrew McLeish

Archaeological evaluation was carried out by ULAS on land west of Main Street, 
Norton Juxta Twycross, in response to redevelopment proposals. A total of nine 
trenches were excavated to evaluate the area. The results were largely positive, with 
evidence for medieval activity recorded in six trenches on the eastern side of the area, 
and a nineteenth-century building remains in a further one. The medieval remains 
largely consisted of a series of ditches, possibly forming a grid of plot boundaries, 
and were associated with pottery dating between the eleventh and fourteenth 
centuries. X.A125.2018.

North Kilworth, land next to Highwayside, South Kilworth Road  
(SP 61325 83077) Claire Brown

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation in advance of residential development 
from 18–19 April 2018. Four trenches were excavated, and two contained 
archaeological remains comprising a post hole and a small pit. The features were 
shallow and undated, and had probably been heavily disturbed by medieval 
ploughing. X.A43.2018.

Oadby, land at Cottage Farm, Glen Road (SP 63589 99199) Martin Gillard

Archaeological excavation by Cotswold Archaeology revealed a Middle Bronze Age 
charcoal-filled pit and ditches associated with a Roman field system. The ploughed 
remnants of medieval or post-medieval ridge and furrow cultivation, and a number 
of undated features, were also present.
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Osgathorpe, 4 Church Lane (SK 4309 1946) Kath Bentley and Victoria Owen

Between 15 and 16 May 2018, Trent & Peak Archaeology, on behalf of Mr. 
Mark Steel undertook a trial trench evaluation on land to the rear of 4 Church 
Lane, Osgathorpe, in advance of planned development. The site lies within an 
area of archaeological interest, which is situated within the historic village core of 
Osgathorpe, with origins in the later early medieval periods. 

Excavation revealed two probable medieval structures relating to a potentially 
mid–high-status dwelling and a former property boundary. Pottery retrieved during 
the evaluation dates from the thirteenth–fifteenth centuries. A small assemblage of 
ceramic roof tiles could indicate the presence of a relatively high-status building. 
Remains of a modern brick and mortar wall identified to the north of the trench 
may belong to a later boundary, although its form and function could not be 
elucidated by this evaluation. Its narrow width suggests that it would not have been 
loadbearing. X.A133.2018.

Peatling Magna, land at Manor Farm, Arnesby Lane (SP 59505 92549)  
Nathan Flavell

Archaeological excavation was carried out by ULAS in advance of residential 
development. The development site lies within the medieval and post-medieval 
settlement core of the village, located close to earthwork remains of the medieval 
deserted village of Peatling Magna. The work revealed five ditches, four of which 
contained medieval pottery dating to the eleventh–twelfth century and a fifth that 
was undated, and a scatter of pits and post holes. X.A2.2018.

Potters Marston, Dovecote Court (SP 498 964) Adam Meadows, John Walford

A magnetometer survey prior to the proposed construction of a barn at Dovecote 
Court, in March 2018 was undertaken by MOLA to assess the archaeological 
impact. The survey covered c.1ha of land and revealed probable remains related to 
the shrunken medieval village of Potters Marston, including enclosures, a trackway 
and a probable kiln. 

Rearsby, land west of Melton Road (SK 647 141) Joe Bartholomew, 
 Matthew Beamish 

A study of aerial LiDAR data was undertaken by ULAS for an area of proposed 
development to the west of the Melton Road, to the south of Rearsby village. 
Several groups of features were identified, some within the proposed area and also 
on land to the immediate west. Evidence of much eroded medieval field systems were 
recorded, along with evidence of medieval and post-medieval trackways. Analysis of 
the LiDAR data, in conjunction with historic map evidence, also revealed features 
that were interpreted as the remains of a post-medieval rabbit warren.
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Sapcote, ‘Paradise Found’, land opposite the Coach House, Leicester Road  
(SP 49321 93497) Donald Clark

ULAS carried out an archaeological strip, map and sample excavation of three small 
areas at ‘Paradise Found’ prior to erection of a hay barn, equipment storage shed 
and extension to existing stable block. Only one of the areas contained archaeology, 
comprising a section of a Romano-British ditch. Pottery dating broadly between the 
second–fourth century, animal bone and an environmental remains were recovered 
from the ditch. X.A65.2018.

Seagrave, land at Park Hill Golf Course (SK 62568 16854) Jonathon Elston 
(MOLA), Leon Hunt (ULAS)

MOLA was commissioned by the Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) to 
carry out an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Park Hill Golf Course. 

The evaluation undertaken, in May 2018, identified a series of middle Iron Age 
and late Iron Age enclosures, set some distance apart, located on the south slope of a 
gentle hillside. The largest of the enclosures was located on the highest ground, and 
appeared to have evidence for occupation debris within a potential ring gully likely to 
be associated with a roundhouse. The enclosure ditches indicated that the enclosure 
went through at least two phases of activity dating to the middle Iron Age and late 
Iron Age, and may represent continuous use and maintenance of the enclosure

On the hill slope to the south was a series of smaller enclosures loosely 
orientated north-west to south-east. It is likely that these were livestock enclosures 
and represented a linear progression of enclosures across the hillside during the Iron 
Age. On the low ground to the south, a single large enclosure was identified which 
may have had occasional use. X.A44.2018.

This site was taken to full excavation by ULAS later in the year. Two areas were 
excavated, with Area A revealing a large rectangular enclosure in its entirety and a 
part of a pit alignment (Fig. 14). The enclosure appears to have been remodelled over 

Fig. 14. Aerial photograph of Iron Age enclosure under excavation at Seagrave. © ULAS.
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time and incorporated two smaller circular enclosures, one of which may possibly 
have been converted from a roundhouse and then extended into a further enclosure 
to the south. A second area contained remains of two smaller enclosures and a 
double pit alignment. All of the features contained Iron Age pottery and animal 
bone. X.A93.2018.

Sharnford, Coventry Road (SP 4778 9156) Rachel Clare

Between July and October 2017, MOLA was commissioned by Brampton Valley 
Homes to undertake an excavation at Station Road, Sharnford. 

The site was occupied during the medieval period, particularly in the twelfth–
fourteenth centuries. There was evidence of boundary ditches and pits in the 
southern part of the site. Following a hiatus, activity occurred in the mid-fifteenth 
century, demonstrated by new boundary ditches and a consolidation layer which 
overlay all the features to the south of the site. A phase of land management began 
in the eighteenth century which focused on drainage and water management. The 
most recent activity in modern times appeared to have comprised the changing and 
maintaining of field boundaries. X.A75.2017.

Somerby, land south of High Street (SK 776 104) Nathan Flavell 

Archaeological trial trenching was carried out for the Ernest Cook Trust on land 
south of High Street, Somerby by ULAS between January and February 2018. The 
evaluation revealed an incredibly well-preserved sequence of medieval (and earlier) 
activity relating to the early history of the village occupation. The site is notable 
for its well-preserved village earthworks, which show outlines of crofts, tofts and 
hollow ways, as well as ridge and furrow remains of cultivation on the edge of the 
village. Much of the trenching was concentrated on the earthworks; however, two 
trenches in the ridge and furrow area revealed evidence for earlier activity in the 
form of ditches and gullies, at least one of which contained a rich domestic-waste 
looking fill.

All of the trenches in the main area of village earthworks contain deep and 
complex archaeology, showing features and layers resulting from at least three main 
activity phases, with associated buried soils. The medieval sequence comprised 
several phases of boundaries and occupation layers, with associated pits, post 
holes and other possible structural remains. At the top of the sequence, a complex 
of linear stone banks appears to outline the edges of the tofts and crofts, within 
which were stone spreads, layers and well-built walls. Pottery associated with the 
medieval remains includes Stamford Ware and Midland Purple Ware, providing a 
good indication of the time-span of occupation, which could cover several hundred 
years. X.A11.2018.

Stoke Golding (SP 398 971) Nathan Flavell, Steve Jones

Following an earlier evaluation, two areas of excavation at Stoke Golding have 
revealed early village remains reflecting medieval and post-medieval occupation. 
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The earliest comprised a complex arrangement of boundary ditches reflecting 
activity from the medieval (twelfth/thirteenth century) through to the post-medieval 
(seventeenth/eighteenth century) periods and showing how the organisation of the 
property changed in that time. One of the medieval ditches contained a complete jug 
which is quite unusual (Fig. 15).

In the northern area traces of an eighteenth/nineteenth-century cottage and 
associated boundaries were recorded near the street frontage; these lay above 
medieval remains including a pit containing pottery. X.A120.2018.

Swannington, 44 Main Street (SK 4159 1640) Wayne Jarvis 

Archaeological evaluation was carried out by ULAS in advance of development 
between 13 and 14 September 2018. Medieval activity is known from the vicinity of 
the site and the area has a strong industrial heritage, with evidence suggesting that this 
part of the Main Street frontage was originally developed by c.1800. Two trenches 
were excavated within the plot of 44 Main Street: one along the frontage of Tan 
Yard; the other crossing the actual proposed footprint of the proposed new building. 

Fig. 15.  Excavation of a complete medieval pottery vessel at Stoke Golding. © ULAS.
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Both trenches exposed activity dating to the late eighteenth–early nineteenth century 
and associated with known late Georgian buildings on the site. This included stone 
and brick foundations of the main buildings, outbuildings, and ancillary activity. 
The main building is known to have been used by the Leicester and Swannington 
Railway Co. to carry out business from 1833. In the later nineteenth century the 
site incorporated the Railway Inn public house. Beyond the confines of disturbance 
from these historic structures only small undisturbed areas were exposed, and no 
evidence, features or finds for earlier activity were identified. X.A86.2018.

Swinford, Starmore Farm, Stanford Road (SP 569 792) Claire Brown 

An archaeological excavation was undertaken by the ULAS between 13 and 17 
August 2018 on land at Starmore Farm, Stanford Road, Swinford. The work took 
place as a condition of planning permission for the erection of two dwellings with 
vehicular access and parking. The assessment area lies on the southern edge of the 
historic settlement core of Swinford. Five previous excavation trenches identified 
modern pits and landscaping. However, one trench contained two large probable 
boundary ditches, thought on the basis of pottery finds to be medieval/post-
medieval. An area encompassing the ditch in the previous trench was stripped. This 
revealed further evidence of a large ditch. This revealed that the ditch was actually 
two ditches divided by a ridge of natural orange clay, and slightly intercutting at the 
western end of the stripped area. Pottery evidence gave both ditches an early to mid-
medieval date, 1100–1400, with a few sherds of ninth-century pottery and Roman 
pottery which is probably residual. A smaller shallow ditch cutting the larger ditch 
contained later pottery dating from 1300 to1500. Bone recovered from the ditches 
suggests a trend towards predominantly cattle consumption followed by sheep, a 
common pattern for a medieval settlement. The environmental results suggest a 
mixture of grain and seeds from food spillage and processing waste from domestic 
hearths. X.A6.2018.

Ullesthorpe, the White House, Main Street (SP 50542, 87685) Lucy Brown 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by the ULAS between 26 February 
and 5 March 2018 on land at the White House, Ullesthorpe. Four 15m long 
evaluation trenches identified activity across the site indicating post-medieval usage 
and landscaping, as well as other undated features of a potentially earlier date. 
X.A19.2018.

Waltham on the Wolds, Fair Farm, Melton Road (SK 801 244) Donald Clark, 
Ian Reeds

ULAS carried out an archaeological evaluation at Fair Farm, Waltham on the Wolds, 
on a 2.9ha pasture field on the southern edge of the village. An initial geophysical 
survey conducted by Stratascan had revealed features consistent with an Iron Age 
or Roman farmstead, and the evaluation was designed to investigate the date and 
character of the archaeology. The results of the evaluation confirmed the indication 
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from the geophysical survey that the main concentration of remains was located in 
the south-west quarter of the development area. Remains in four of the evaluation 
trenches in this part of the site included ditches and gullies, containing Roman 
pottery dated to the second or third century. One other archaeological feature, a 
small pit containing burnt material, was found in the central/eastern area of the site. 
X.A126.2018.

Historic Building Recording

Castle Donington Tudor Inn Hotel, Bondgate (SK 44697 27678) ULAS
Coalville The Red House (SK 4239 1439) Coalville Heritage Society 
Congerstone  North aisle and window of the church of St. Mary the 

Virgin (SK 3668 0545)
Diseworth Hallfield Farm (SK 45499 24499) ULAS
Goadby The Old School, Church Lane (SP 74999 98818) ULAS
Great Easton Barnsdale House (SP 84766 92801) ULAS
Groby Home Farm, Markfield Road (SK 51099 08227) ULAS
Heather  The Morning Room at Heather Hall, Swepstone Road (SK 

3818 1057) ULAS
Hemington  37 Main Street (SK 45541 28068) Archaeology & Built 

Heritage
Lubbesthorpe Old Warren Farm (SK 53070 02290) ULAS
Melton Mowbray  Catherine Dalley House, Scalford Road (SK 75235 20122) 

CA
Moira  Norris Hill Farm, Blackfordby Lane (SK 3248 1737) 

Archaeological Building Recording Services
Packington Hall Farm, Hall Lane (SK 360 146) ULAS
Swannington The Grove, 58 Main Street (SK 41638 16466) ULAS
Tilton on the Hill The Rose and Crown (SK 742 056) ULAS

Negative watching briefs, evaluations in Leicestershire
(undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated)

Ashby de la Zouch: Corkscrew Lane (SK 3768 1636) (Magnitude Surveys); Ashby 
de la Zouch: 1 Kilwardby Street (SK 35610 16663) (CA); Ashby Magna: Hall 
Farm Courtyard (SP 56444 90548); Barwell: The Common, (SP 4506 9656) (Allen 
Archaeology Ltd); Barwell: Pingle Pets, Ashby Road (SP 43231 97830); Blaby: 
Keepers Farm (SP 5727 9663); Bottesford: Grantham Road (SK 8169 3867); 
Breedon on the Hill: Cloud Hill Quarry Southern Extension (SK 4135 2073)(CFA 
Archaeology Ltd); Burton Overy: The Old Chapel, Main Street (SP 67838 98084); 
Cadeby: Brascote Lane (SK 43059 02814); Cadeby: Cadeby Quarry (SK 4289 
0282) (Thames Valley Archaeological Services); Coalville: Desford Brickworks (SK 
4572 0594) (Magnitude Surveys); Coalville: Desford Quarry (SK 4594 0602) (SLR 
Consulting Ltd); Coleorton: Lower Moor Road (SK 40329 17582); Diseworth: 
14 Grimes Gate (SK 4539 2472) (CFA Archaeology Ltd); Enderby: Leicestershire 
Police Force HQ, St John’s (SP 554 995); Higham-on-the-Hill: MIRA (SP 36860 
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97195); Hinckley: Leicester Road (SP 45235 96138); Houghton on the Hill: 
Uppingham Road (SK 6787 0398); Husbands Bosworth: Knights Close, Welford 
Road (SP 640 839); Ibstock: Pretoria Road, (SK 4289 1058) (Magnitude Surveys); 
Kibworth Harcourt: Fleckney Road (SP 6732 9383) (MOLA Northampton); 
Kibworth Harcourt: 104 Main Street (SP 68036 94564); Kilby: Limes Farm, Main 
Street, (SP 6187 9542) (Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd); Loughborough: Ashby 
Road, Loughborough University (SK 51848 19225); Loughborough: Loughborough 
University Science & Enterprise Park (SK 50470 18315); Lubbesthorpe: Area 1B, 
New Lubbesthorpe (SK 528 018); Lubbesthorpe: Road 2 Ponds (SK 52929 01570); 
Market Harborough: Angell Drive (SP 723 865); Market Harborough: Foxton 
Locks (SP 6920 8956) (Martin Cook); Melton: Stathern (SP 48575 93421); Melton 
Mowbray: Lake Terrace (SK 7433 1899); Melton Mowbray: Stathern (SK 7727 
3154) (Magnitude Surveys); Morcott: Church Lane, (SK 92350 300846); Nailstone: 
27 Church Road (SK 41867 07123); North Kilworth: South Kilworth Road (SP 
61332 83208); Oadby: Gartree Road (SK 6283 0197) (Archaeological Services 
WYAS); Packington: Hall Farm, Hall Lane (SK 360 146); Smeeton Westerby: Mill 
Lane (SK); Somerby: Oakham Road (SK 7831 1027); Tilton on the Hill: St Peter’s 
Church, Main Street (SK 74341 05655).

RUTLAND

All archives are deposited with Rutland County Museum (RCM) under the accession 
number given at the end of each entry.

Oakham Castle (SK 861 089)  Matthew Morris

ULAS undertook a community archaeology project at Oakham Castle in April 
2018. The Oakham Castle Community Dig was carried out in partnership with 
Rutland County Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The work was focused on 
the inner bailey of the castle and gave volunteers an opportunity to take part in a 
unique archaeological project which has uncovered more about the castle’s history.

The excavation followed on from a series of small-scale excavations undertaken 
by Time Team in 2012 and more recent work by ULAS during the recent restoration 
of the castle. The aim was to concentrate on two areas: an area to the north-east 
of the Great Hall, in which earthworks were clearly visible, with view to finding a 
possible ancillary building, partially revealed during the Time Team excavations; 
and an area to the west of the Great Hall in which Time Team (and ULAS) had 
revealed two walls, possibly associated with a postulated long-demolished solar 
block of similar date to the Great Hall.

In Trench 1 the topsoil was full of finds dating to the late seventeenth, eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries, including pieces of clay tobacco pipe, pottery, china, 
animal bone, iron nails, copper buttons, a bone knife handle and part of a jar lid 
for Crosse & Blackwell Anchovy Paste (c.1839), all probably refuse from the town 
dumped on the site after its demise. Under this lay a thick layer of rubble, probably 
dating to the early seventeenth century, when George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, 
levelled the ruins around the castle. Much of this rubble was removed, exposing the 
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walls of an underlying building orientated broadly north to south, which continued 
half way into the trench before turning east at right-angles, marking the corner of 
the building (Fig. 16). The rubble contained dressed stone, roof slates and large 
quantities of broken glazed medieval roof tiles.

The walls in Trench 1 consisted of the southern end of a long narrow building 
about 6m wide and probably about 20m long. In places, the walls still stood to 
waist height, but whilst they were of solid stone construction they were bonded with 
mud and the building only had an earth floor, suggesting that this was probably one 
of the many service buildings in the castle – perhaps a workshop facing onto a yard 
to the east.

Soil around the building produced large quantities of animal bone, many 
showing butchery marks, as well as sherds of twelfth–fourteenth-century green-
glaze table wares and plainer kitchen wares – all probably waste from the castle’s 
kitchen located nearby. 

Excavation also revealed that the building had gone through a prolonged period 
of neglect and re-use before it was eventually demolished, including a fire in the 
‘derelict’ building which had scorched the stones of the southern wall. This fits 
the documentary sources which suggest that buildings in the castle were in poor 
condition by the end of the fourteenth century, ruined by the early sixteenth century 
and demolished at the beginning of the seventeenth century. Evidence found in the 

Fig. 16. Oakham Castle Trench 1: the southern end of the service building is uncovered. 
© ULAS.
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last days of the dig also suggests that there was an earlier timber building beneath 
the stone building, which could be evidence of the original Norman castle.

West of the Great Hall, in the area purportedly occupied by a detached solar 
block, excavation in Trench 2 revealed a complicated sequence of buildings with 
evidence for multiple phases of rebuilding. Our current theory is that the walls 
first discovered by Time Team are part of two stone buildings constructed against 
the curtain wall, with one (perhaps the solar) linked to the north aisle of the hall 
via a pentice (covered) walkway (Fig. 17). These earlier buildings appear to date 
to the castle’s heyday between the twelfth and fourteenth century, and could be 
contemporary with the Great Hall. At a later date, probably in the fifteenth or 
sixteenth century, the walkway was demolished and replaced with a large timber 
post-built structure, perhaps a porch, which rested on large square padstones. As in 
Trench 1, evidence suggested that the buildings west of the hall were demolished by 
the early seventeenth century.

As yet, not enough evidence has been found to say exactly what these buildings 
were used for. However, finds of decorated green-glazed table wares, dress pins, an 
iron knife, high-quality masonry and elaborately decorated glazed ridge-tiles, all 
suggest that use of the buildings in Trench 2 was of much higher status than that 
of the building in Trench 1. This agrees with the idea that this area of the castle 
was kept as the private residence of the lord and his family. A second season of 
excavation is planned for 2019. OAKRM:2018.13.

Fig. 17. Oakham Castle Trench 2: the walls and floor of a covered walkway are revealed. 
© ULAS.
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Uppingham, land off South View (SP 867240 99488) Mireya González Rodríguez 

ULAS carried out an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land off South View 
in advance of residential development. One of three excavated trenches produced 
archaeological remains, consisting of post holes and gullies. Unfortunately, no 
artefacts were recovered and the archaeological activity is therefore undated. 
OAKRM:2018.1.

Historic Building Recording

No historic building recording took place in 2018.

Negative watching briefs and evaluations in Rutland
(all undertaken by ULAS, unless otherwise stated)

Oakham: Cutts Close (SK 86235 09040); Oakham: Flores House, 34D High Street 
(SK 86073 08727); Oakham: New Fire Hydrant, Market Place (SK 8612 0883) 
(Border Archaeology).

PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME ANNUAL REPORT FOR  
LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 2018

Wendy Scott, Finds Liaison Officer, Museums Service,  
Leicestershire County Council.

Objects recorded and period breakdown

In 2018 the Leicestershire team, now consisting of the FLO, four volunteers and 
four self-recorders have added 2,168 objects, in 1,873 records, from 105 finders. 
The scheme has recorded 1,400 objects (1,321 records) for Leicestershire and 207 
objects (165 records) for Rutland. The majority of finders provided ten or eight 
figure grid references, utilising GPS and the remainder provided six figure references. 
Roman artefacts and coins remain the most numerous finds reported, closely 
followed by medieval coins. 

Last year it was reported that Rupert Birtwistle, a postgraduate student at 
Leicester University, was recording the ‘Massey’ flint collection. Having recorded the 
most important artefacts from this collection, Rupert is now recording every other 
flint, numbering in the thousands. He is able to concentrate on such a mammoth 
task with the help of a generous research grant from this society. Myself and several 
volunteers are also endeavouring to ensure this important collection is publicly 
available for research by publishing the results on our database. 

As this will be my last report as FLO, I would like to pay tribute to all the finders 
who have presented their objects for recording. I would also like to thank the many 
volunteers and self-recorders who have assisted this process. Together they have 
added over 30,000 records and transformed our knowledge of the counties’ past. 
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Interesting objects recorded in Leicestershire and Rutland

Prehistoric
The above-mentioned work has resulted in prehistoric objects outnumbering other 
periods; 111 Palaeolithic, 218 Mesolithic, 161 Neolithic and 23 Bronze Age flint 
objects were recorded in 2018.

Neolithic stone axe head, LEIC-BB85B7 – Loughborough
A Neolithic stone axe head (2700–2300 BC) was found in a back garden in west 
Loughborough and is likely made from Charnwood slate.

Bronze Age copper alloy arrowhead, LEIC-13A0FE – Melton Mowbray (Fig. 18)
A rare Bronze Age copper alloy arrowhead (2500–1500 BC) is the first recorded in 
Leicestershire and is one of only 37 recorded nationally. Given its form, it appears to 
have been produced in a crude one-piece mould.

Bronze Age copper alloy blade fragment, LEIC-E7112F – Rothley, Charnwood
A Bronze Age copper alloy blade fragment (1600–800 BC), probably from a 
sword, is a rare find. It was recorded after being donated by the finder’s widow 
to the museum service and will be displayed at Charnwood museum during 2019. 
X.A97.2017.

Fig. 18.
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Bronze Age copper alloy flat axe, LEIC-5BE6A3 – Somerby, Melton
A Bronze Age copper alloy flat axe (1700–1500 BC) is a fairly rare find, with 
this example being plain and demonstrating a form consistent with the Arreton 
developed flat axehead type g.

Roman
193 Roman objects were recorded in 2018. Coins made up the majority at 101 
items, with brooches second at 53 items. The remainder of the discoveries were 
dress accessories and evidence of settlement or industry.

Copper alloy folding knife blade, LEIC-B7625A – Eaton, Melton, (Fig. 19)
Copper alloy folding knife blade, depicting a hound chasing down a hare. This is the 
second example of such an object from the county. The other, from Ibstock LEIC-
40C8C8, is more elaborate but less complete. This example has the hinged terminal 
and part of the iron blade intact. 

Copper alloy signet type finger ring, LEIC-02AF1F – Bitteswell, Harborough
Copper alloy signet type finger ring (AD 100–300) which is decorated with three 
enamel cells flanked by raised incised decoration. 

Fig. 19.
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Chatelaine plate brooches, LEIC-FBCD4B – Thrussington, Charnwood, LEIC-
7D637C – Melton, Leicestershire
Chatelaine plate brooches (AD 100–200) both consisting of the enamelled head 
plate; sadly missing their cosmetic implements, but still rare finds.

Early medieval
Early medieval material numbered 48 items and consisted mostly of brooches at 13 
items, and lead spindle whorls, numbering 11. Coins numbered six items, and the 
remainder were dress or harness fittings. 

Gilded disc brooch, LEIC-36241D – Melton Mowbray, (Fig. 20).
A Scandinavian Jansson type 1, E-gilded disc brooch, found many years ago, but 
recently added as it is of regional importance. It is one of a handful of brooches 
imported into the area, probably with incoming communities. It will be on loan 
to Melton museum for several years and will form part of the counties revamped 
Archaeology displays in 2019.

Gilded mount, LEIC-127138 – Burton on the Wolds, Charnwood
This find is a stunning gilded mount of Irish manufacture, and is paralleled in 
harness mounts from the Oseburg ship burial and Markyate, Hertfordshire which 
feature in Youngs, S., 1989, ‘The work of Angels no. 115 and 116’, p. 118. Youngs 
dates these objects to AD 600–900.

Fig. 20.
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Medieval
316 medieval objects were recorded, the majority being coins at 157 items. The 
remainder consisted of dress accessories and household items.

‘Pseudo Ecclesiastical’ lead seal, LEIC-B9E481 – Hinckley and Bosworth, (Fig. 21)
A ‘pseudo ecclesiastical’ lead seal, this object may be linked to the late medieval 
‘Boy Bishop’ phenomena. This was acted out on the feast of St Nicholas when a boy 
would assume the role of Bishop. The seal shows a cleric and claims to be the seal of 
Henry Archbishop of Orwell. 

Post-medieval
206 post-medieval objects were recorded, the majority being coins, numbering 
100;the rest are dress accessories and household items.

Partial leather shoe, LEIC-D0F29A – Cold Newton, Harborough
A partial leather shoe was found bricked up in a wall during restoration work. The 
shoe has a pointed toe and is formed of three sheets of leather. It has been dated 
between AD 1650 and 1850.

Leicestershire Rifle Volunteer buttons, LEIC-62F4E1 – Ratby, Hinckley and 
Bosworth
Leicestershire Rifle Volunteer buttons from Ratby. The LRV were founded in 1859 
as an early unit of the British Volunteer Force. They served on the western front in 
1914–18 and went on to become the parent unit of the Territorial Army in Leics.

Fig. 21.
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Leicestershire Volunteer Regiment cap badge, LEIC-FD29B2 – Anstey, Charnwood, 
(Fig. 22)
Leicestershire Volunteer Regiment cap badge from Anstey, dating to 1914–45. Items 
such as these are recorded by the PAS, as there is no other way, as yet, of recording 
locally interesting recent finds.

Coins from Leicestershire and Rutland 
430 single coins were recorded in 2018 in Leicestershire and 74 in Rutland. Medieval 
coins outnumbered Roman for a change, with 157 items compared to Roman finds 
which totalled 101 items. Post-medieval coins numbered 100, Iron Age and early 
medieval at six each. 

Short-cross penny of Cnut, LEIC-400CE7 – Hoby with Rotherby, Melton
Short-cross penny of Cnut (AD 1029–35/6). Although these coins are not uncommon, 
this is the only one from the Northampton mint we have recorded nationally. 

Silver ‘sterling imitation’ long-cross penny of Robert of Bethune, LEIC-A23F01 – 
Grimston, Melton
Silver ‘sterling imitation’ long-cross penny of Robert of Bethune, Count of Flanders 
(AD 1305–22) Alost (Aalst) mint. Many countries imitated English sterling because 
of its quality, but they would not have been legal tender, so they possibly snuck into 
circulation as they look like sterling.

Silver halfpenny of Richard II, LEIC-F204CB – Garendon, Charnwood
Silver halfpenny of Richard II (AD 1377–99) which has been ‘flipped’; the coin has 
been overturned and double struck, so both faces show obverse and reverse features. 

Fig. 22.
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Gold ‘crown of the double rose’ of Henry VIII, LEIC-686855 – Thrussington, 
Charnwood (Fig. 23)
Gold ‘crown of the double rose’ of Henry VIII, minted in Bristol and one of only six 
recorded nationally. 

Treasure cases
Nationally a total of 890 cases were dealt with in 2018. Of those, 27 were reported 
in Leicestershire, with 15 being found locally. The majority of local cases were either 
coin hoards or finger rings. Those worthy of note are listed here.

Late early medieval (AD 850–1100) copper alloy strap end, LEIC-2C563E – 
Wymeswold, Charnwood
This item is Treasure, as it has a silver plate which has zoomorphic decoration 
rivetted to it with silver rivets. Any of these components make an object Treasure, 
and it was perhaps an attempt to improve or repair a basic strap end?

Medieval coin hoard, addenda, LEIC-072082, LEIC-E169BC – Garendon, 
Charnwood
This is the fifth case concerning coins belonging to the ‘Garendon‘ hoard of Tealby 
pennies (AD 1158–80). Found over six years and now numbering at 35, they show 
that persistence pays off! All have been kindly donated to Leicestershire museums 
by the landowner and finders from the Loughborough coin and search society. The 
majority of them can be viewed at Charnwood Museum.

Medieval annular brooch, LEIC-C5F180 – Twycross, Hinckley and Bosworth
Half of a highly decorated flat silver annular brooch (AD 1200–1400) with a partial 
inscription on one side [AVER(P?)OAV].

Fig. 23.
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Late medieval silver gilt crucifixion pendant, LEIC-96E623 – Peckleton, Hinckley 
and Bosworth (Fig. 24)
An unusual crucifixion scene, as opposed to a crucifix. The figures are crudely worked 
but are delicate. The design is reminiscent of a pilgrim badge (see-NLM-620217), so 
it has been argued that these pendants may have been a high-status pilgrim souvenir. 

Post-medieval silver seal matrix, LEIC-8AEB09 – Peckleton, Hinckley and Bosworth 
(Fig. 25)
An extremely fine example of a heraldic seal matrix. The arms are quartered and are 
1st and 4th, on a chevron between three animal heads erased, a mullet enclosed by 
two crescents; 2nd and 3rd, two bars. The family has not been traced, but the device 
is similar to that of the Drakelow family from South Leicestershire.

Post-medieval silver hawking vervel, LEIC-31918E – Rearsby, Charnwood
This is an engraved circular vervel which reads Lord Wotten Earle of Bellemont, and 
the reverse possibly lists Derbyshire as an address. It may have belonged to Charles 
Henry Kirkhoven (d.1683), a Dutch-born Irish peer, known as Lord Wotton from 
1649 to 1680.

Fig. 24.

Fig. 25.


